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as Hannibal Hecksher (1810-73) to the development of American architecture. Hecksher was the first to leave its foundations with an audience in mind. Hannibal Hecksher was the first to develop a philosophy of architecture as representative of an ideal which he believed was reflected in
the architectural ideal of Japan. His first book, The Japanese Ideal in Architecture, was published in 1864. Hecksher's work inspired the architect Henry Hobson Richardson, who translated his book into English, and explained its influence in his own essay, "Japanese Architecture," published
in the 1876 issue of The Atlantic Monthly. Hannibal Hecksher was a young man with ambitious plans when he first visited Japan in 1844. He was struck by the difference between Japanese and European architecture, not least because Japanese houses were much closer to nature than the

palaces of Europe. He credited the nobility in many European buildings with rational thinking, and attributed this to their "readiness to learn, and to defer to the wiser men among them." For him, the Japanese were still a noble people, and he was certain that their architecture would
provide the ideal of architecture for the modern world. He arrived in Japan with as many opinions as books, and once he arrived he found one book which had the same effect as a fable. This was probably Bunji Senzai (1615-85) who said "the duty of the home is to be the home." Hecksher

repeated this saying thousands of times in his numerous writings. Hannibal Hecksher was a great believer in the beauty of a Japanese house, and he believed that this was the result of the Japanese attitude to architecture, and their reverence for nature. He developed the idea of an
architecture of the home in the form of the "two by two room house," a small enclosure which separated the house from the landscape. This building represented the ideal of "art in the home", and avoided the separation of social classes. Hannibal Hecksher went from Japan to Europe in

1845 and while in London he began a book on the newest ideas of European architects. During
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